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Welcome to the Victorian Interfaith Networks 
Festival, hosted by Melton Interfaith Network, 
Wyndham Interfaith Network, City of Melton, 
City of Wyndham and Wyndham Community & 
Education Centre.

This annual event aims to help build the capacity 
and sustainability of existing multifaith and 

interfaith networks, bring people up-to-date with current matters, 
provide networking opportunities, and assist the hosting council and 
network to promote its work to the local community.

This year’s keynote speech will be given by Dr Mario Peucker, Senior 
Research Fellow, Victoria University on the topic of Social cohesion in a 
diversifying society.  Dr Peucker writes: “Our neighbourhoods in Victoria 
are becoming increasingly diverse. These developments change our 
communities and the way we interact, bringing both new opportunities 
as well as potential conflicts. How can we all work together to manage 
these conflicts, embrace diversity and contribute to a cohesive society?”

The event will also include an interactive workshop on gambling harm 
focusing on the high level of gambling activity among multicultural 
communities, and what role people of faith can play in preventing or 
reducing gambling harm.

We would like to thank all the individuals, volunteers and organisations 
who helped organise this event, and would like to thank you for your 
participation.

Sincerely  

Sandy Kouroupidis | Multifaith Officer
Faith Communities Council of Victoria
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Registration opens, networking opportunities, faith and community 
stands open for viewing. Lunch, coffee & tea served.

- Welcome to Country: Uncle Shane Clarke,  Bunurong Land Council 
- The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Tongan Choir
- Councillor Peter Maynard, Mayor of City of Wyndham
- Councillor Goran Kesic, Mayor of City of Melton
- Abiola Akinbiyi, Victorian Multicultural Commissioner 

SCHEDULE

12:00PM-1:25PM: REGISTRATION, NETWORKING & STANDS

1:30PM-2:25PM: WELCOME & KEYNOTE SPEECH

2:45PM-3:55PM: ENTERTAINMENT & WORKSHOP 

The hosts of the Victorian Interfaith Network Festival will pass the 
baton to the next hosts, who will be formally announced at the 
Closing Ceremony. 

4:00PM-4:10PM: CLOSING CEREMONY

Keynote Speech on: 
Social cohesion in a diversifying society  
by Dr Mario Peucker, Senior Research Fellow,  
Victoria University, Melbourne.

Response by: Hon. Ms Joanne Ryan MP  
Australian Labour Party (Member for Lalor)

- Karen People Cultural Performance: Karen Buddhist Community &  
AKP Cultural Association Inc.

- IPC Health: Interactive workshop on gambling harm, focusing on the 
high level of gambling activity among multicultural communities in the 
Western regions of Victoria, and what role people of faith can play in 
preventing or reducing gambling harm. 



A Faith Response to the Social Cost of Gambling Harm

The Faith Communities Council of Victoria (FCCV) has issued the following 
statement on the Social Cost of Gambling Harm:

Gambling is normalised in our society and marketed as entertainment but it can 
result in significant harm for the gambler and those close to them. Australians 
are the world's most prolific gamblers, based on per capita spending.

Gambling harm is a negative consequence, caused or made worse by 
gambling, that affects the health or wellbeing of an individual, their family or 
community.

The social costs of gambling harm are enormous: relationship difficulties; 
emotional or psychological distress; financial, health and cultural problems; 
issues with work or study; and criminal activity.

And these negative effects seem to fall disproportionately on those with low 
incomes and disadvantaged, including culturally, linguistically and religiously 
diverse communities.

Across our faith traditions, we declare:
• Our faiths care for the well-being of people and we will offer support to those 
within our communities and the community around us who have been harmed 
by gambling; 
• We will assist those impacted by gambling related harm to access the support 
services they need; and
• We will support existing campaigns for gambling reform to advocate to the 
Victorian and Commonwealth government for changes to reduce gambling 
harm across pokies, wagering and online gambling activities.

Faith groups in Victoria have already achieved significant reforms to reduce 
gambling related harm over a prolonged period of time, but further reforms 
are needed to rein in the harm the profit seeking activities of the gambling 
businesses inflict on our community.

Such solutions must not stigmatise people harmed by gambling. They instead 
must involve restrictions on gambling products and types of gambling that are 
made legally available, make gambling businesses responsible for the harm 
they cause and reduce the influence of gambling businesses over government 
policies and laws that should be reducing gambling related harm.

We hope all political parties support such reforms and our faiths stand ready to 
offer our support to them.


